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Davenport, Iowa 
May 1, 1945. 


Dear Menbers: 


As I promised you in my last letter, I shall herein announce the time 
and place of our Conference meeting: 


Times 68:50 asm. to 5:30 pems, June 9, 1945 

Places Club Rooms of the Loyola Community Theater, 1520 Loyola Avenue, 
Chicago, Ill. (Take Loyola or Evanston L, or Bus to Loyola 
Avenue and walk one and one-half blocks west.) 


You will observe from the agenda thet there is important business to do. The 
wellebeing of our Conference is at stake. It is fitting therefore that we 
should remind ourselves of the spirit in which this Conference was born, so 
ably expressed by two of our former Presidents: 


"A great deal of good can be accomplished if we are not too concerned 
with who is to. get the credit." - Bmet Lavery 


"It is not what we take out of this Conference but what we give to it 
that matters." + Father Dinneen (R.I.P.) 


Pray then to the Holy Ghost that we be guided in our deliberations to make 
those decisions and to perform those acts which will bring greater honor and 
glory to God. 

Sincerely yours, 


Charles S, Costello, Chairman, 


316 West 57 Street, New York, 19 Circle 7-0236 
. Established 1937 
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Invocation: 
Agenda: 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS ~- N C T C MEETING 





Loyola Community Theater Club Rooms, Chicago, Illinois 
June 9, 1945 


Registration of Members and Delegates 
(A registration fee of $1. will be charged each member attending) 


General Meeting - Chairman: Charles S. Costello 
Reverend Thomas F, Carey, 0.P. 
Report of services rendered members 1945-45 « Helen Purcell, Seety. 
Report of Finances - Florence McBride, Asst. Treass 
Report of Play Listing Committee - Rev, J. Je Donohue, Chairman 
Discussion and vote on proposals 
Report of Committee for Enlistment of Hierarchal Approbation - 
Rev. Robert E, O'Kane, Chairman 
Discussion and vote on proposals 
Report of Committee on Revision of Constitution = 
Sister Mary Peter, 0.P., Chairman 
Discussion and vote on proposals 


Luncheon - Arrangements are being made by Rev. Karl G, Schroeder, Pro- 
gram Chairman, for a special luncheon at a nearby hotel. 
Reservations should be made as early as possible with Father 
Schroeder. Write to him direct at Loras College, Dubuque, 
Iowa. The cost of the luncheon will’ not exceed $1.25. No 
reservations can be accepted later than June l. 


Meeting of the Nominating Committee 


General Meeting - Chairman: Charles S, Costello 
Agendas Discussion of New Projects 
Play-Writing Contest 
Conference Awards of Merit 
Extension of Membership Service 
Expansion of Production Calender 
Teacher=Director Exchange 
Purchasing Agent's Office 
Field Representative(s) for the Conference 
Other Business 
Election of Officers and Executive Board for 1945=1947 term 


Prayer offered by Reverend Robert B, O'Kane for the happy repose of the 
souls of our departed members. 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 





The Officers and Members of the Exec- 
utive Board will meet to elect a Nominat- 
ing Committee on Friday, June 8, at five 
peme at the Hotel Stevens. 


Members of Standing Committees are in- 
vited to join Executive Board Members for 
discussion Friday evening. Will you 


Please let us know immediately whether or 
not you can be present. 








It will be helpful to us in our plane 
ning if you will let the Service Bureau 
know whether or not you expect to attend 
the meeting. A penny postal will serve. 

But if you have only one post card, 
please send it to Father Schroeder. A 
guarantee on the luncheons must be given 
in advance. Your reservation must reach 
him by June lst. 
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CROSS-COUNTRY CIROUI? --MAY 


Chicago - Barat College of the Saered 
art offers “Deirdre of the Sorrows" on 
May 6. 





On the same date Mundelein has 
scheduled “Everyman. " 
Convent - “Career Angel" with an all- 
girl cast will be presented at the Col- 
lege of St. Elizabeth May 16 and 19. 
Miss Antoinette Ruffo is directing the 
Dramatic Association's major produetion 
of the year. 
New York - Blackfriars' Guild: "Slice It 
Thin,” a farce with music by Lt. EB, N. 
Heghinian, USNR, and Al Morits, will rum 
from May 10 to May 27 at Blackfriars' 57 
St. Theaters Two pianos supply the mus- 
ic which is an integral part of the play 
Jerry Boxhorn's simple designs for stage 
and costumes add pictorial interest to a 
lighthearted script. 

St. Joseph's College, Brook- 
lyn, has the unique privilege of pre- 
senting "Career Angel" as the authar 
sees it. Father Murray, instructor at 
St. Joseph's, is directing the produc- 
tion seheduled for May 11 and 12 by our 
newest Conference member, 

Pittsburgh + Catholic Theater Guild has 
cleared the first outsideeNew York pro- 
duction of "Home Is the Hero." Gloria 
Abdou, Play Reading Committee Chairman, 
and Helen Flanagan paid New York a visit 
while searching for a serious successor 
totheir post-Lenten comedy “Once There 
Was a Princess," 

Summit - “The Only Way", a dramatization 
of “The Tale of Iwo Cities," on May 3 at 
Oak Knoll Schoo] of the Holy Child. 
Sharon Hill = Academy of the Holy Child 
brings "the Song.of Bernadette” to the 
Philadelphia neighborhood May 4 and 5, 
Suffern - School of the Holy Child has 
chosen “Beau Brumel" for this year's - 
major production, May 13. 

Washington = Catholic University Theater 
presents its annual original musical 
comedy May 13 through 27. 





MAY 14, OPENING 





The Treasury Department has issued a 
strong appeal to every theater group to 
offer at least one performance for War 
Bonds during the 7th War Loan Drive. 

Plan your War Bond Premiere and Yt 
Chairman George S. Kaufman, National Com- 
munity Theater, War Bond Advisory Com- 
mittee know your group is contributing. 
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WOMEN « 1945 





Patricia Ronayne, publicity director 
of The Jongleurs of Our Lady, Immaculate 
Heart College, Los Angeles, sends us an 
announcement of their spring production: 

"Seven Mirrors" was written by mem- 
bers of the group and inspired by the 
combined lectures of Emmet Lavery and 
Joseph Rice. The play itself, a song of 
modern women, consists of seven scenes, 
each conveying the heroic part played by 
women in wartime. Wargew, an Immaculate 
Heart College prom, Mexieo, the South 
Pacific, France, a Wilshire bus, and 
Germany provide the background of the 
play to which the key is seven, signifi- 
cant of the seven recorded words of Mary 
and of her seven sorrows, Music, dance, 
and drama mirror the women of 1945. 


SUC CESSES 





In competition with sixty high schools 
Therese Marie Cuny's drama group at Acad- 
emy of Our Lady won second place with 
"Undertow," a drama by Ann Weatherly for 
nine women published by Row Peterson. 
The contest was sponsored by the Illin- 
ois High School Association. 

Overflow audiences at Marycrest and a 
request performance at Ottumva Heights 
rewarded a peppy cast of new Marycrest 
Players working together for the first 
time under Charles Costello's direction. 
St. Ambrose College and Academy supplied 
the male leads and Lois’ numerous es- 
corts. Still another performance at 
Burlington, Iowa, is in the offing. 

Springfield Junior College's Little 
Theater is now a corporation <- Spring- 
field Little Theater Players, Inc. First 
production under the new name was "Mr, 
and Mrs, North" on April 23 and 24th. 
Seventy-five members engaged in some 
phase of the production which was spon- 
sored by Secretary of State Edward J. 
Barrett and supported by the Governor 
and many members of the official family. 

With seven new members in their Upsil- 
on Chapter of Delta Psi Omega, national 
drama fraternity, Springfield now has 
15 full members and 12 pledges. 

Dubuque audiences voted Clark College 
Players’ Production of "The Song of Ber- 
nadette" an outstanding success. Loras 
students played the men's roles. 





BROADWAY COMMENTS 
by Mrs. Chtiatopher Wyatt 





Carousel] - Rogers has rarely written a 
r score or Hemmerstein more appeal- 

ing lyrices than for this msicel Liliom 
transplanted to the coast of New England. 

The story has all its old appeal with 
Liliom now Billy Bigelow. There are two 
cherming scenes of a clam bake, and Lil- 
iom's death occurs on a wharf. He still 
steals a star from heaven for his little 
girl but a more hopeful note comes at the 
end when he is able to give a message of 
courage and love to his daughter at her 
graduation. Sets by Mielziner, costumes 
by Miles White, and Mamoulian's direction 
of a fine cast concur to make Carousel 
even better than Oklahoma. 
Common Ground = An ambitious drama of 
some USO players captured by the Nazis. 
Tempted to save themselves the players, 
despite their varied national origins, 
discover their American idealism. Di- 
rected by the author it is badly over- 
played in parts, apparently to make up 
for lack of action, but is always inter- 
esting. 
Dark of the Moon - Originally written as 
a parody of folk drama by two students 
of U, of Iowa, when it won the Maxwell 
Anderson prize for poetic drama, the 
story is distateful when played serious- 
lye Excellent incidental music by Hen- 
del and sets by George Jenkins. The pro- 
duction is dominated by the performance 
of Richard Hart as the witch boy. 
Foolish Notion - Tallulah Bankhead has a 
grand pa n Philip Barry's latest dra- 
ma which shows four persons’ different 
reactions to the imagined return of a 
great actress' husband missing since '39,. 
Written with Barry's brilliance but with- 
out much human warmth and a muddled end. 
Kiss Them for Me - Bitter arraignment of 
civilians and hard-boiled picture of 3 
naval aviators on shore leave. As much 
drinking as swearing. 
The Deep Mrs. Sykes - Rather intricate 
analysis of a jealous woman with too 
much clever dialogue. 
Barretts of aus Street - Miss Cor- 
ne as reached a new zenith with her 
Elizabeth Browning. 
The Glass Menagerie = Delicate and ruth- 
less study of four frustrated people; 
superbly produced and acted. <A triumph 
for Laurette Taylor. Such a pity that 
blasphemy is most unnecessarily included. 




















ON TO BROADWAY 





"Lute Song" produced at Catholic Uni- 
versity last November is promised to 
Broadway next February. Ethel Barrymore 
will direct the play which is an adapta- 
tion by Sidney Howard and Will Irwin of 
a Chinese classic. Robert Edmond Jones 
will design set and costumes - latter in 
the Washington production were 14th Cen- 
tury originals supplied by a friend. 

David Bader has bought “Murder in a 
Nunnery" for Broadway next season. A 
substitute for the spy angle is being 
worked out by Emmet Lavery for the post- 
war market. 

"HERO" RELEASED 





Miss Monica McCall, agent for Courtenay 
Savage, announces immediate release of 
"Home Is the Hero." The comedy drama of 
the returned soldier and the salary - 
earning wife, has varied’ roles for seven 
women; one male part is heavy, three are 
minor. 

Special royalty rates are available to 
Conference group members: $25 for lst 
performance: $15 for 2nd; $10 for 3rd 
and additional. Non-members will pay 
$35, $25, and $15. 

Address inquiries to Miss McCall, c/o 
Myron Selznick, Ltd., 610 5th Ave. ,N.Y. 
If you intend to produce, notify NCTC 
Service Bureau when you have fixed your 
performance dates in order that we may 
certify your Conference membership. 


"KNIGHT'S LODGING" 





The Father Ryan Players of Cathedral 
College, Brooklyn, once again delighted 
a capacity audience at the Academy of 
Music with a brand new comedy. Father 
Matters, the author, deals with an ear- 
nest humanitarian, Mr. Knight, who with 
the help of St. Joseph runs a lodging 
for men of small means despite bills and 
city regulations. A radical lodger com- 
plicates affairs by trying to prove Mr. 
Knight a fool for relying on St. Joseph. 

With an all male cast the play will be 
in demand by Seminaries, men's colleges 
and high schools. The library hopes to 
have a script as soon as post-performane 
revisions can be_made.. _ 


Jo Mielziner, who has promised a stage 
ing column for the Calendar soon,went to 
San Francisco to design the Conferense 
Hall for the United Nations meeting. 








